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PROGNOSTI C DI SCUSSI ON FOR LONG LEAD SEASONAL QOUTLOOKS
NWS CLI MATE PREDI CTI ON CENTER CAMP SPRI NGS MD
830 AM EST THU MAR 16 2006

SUMMARY OF THE OUTLOOK FOR NON- TECHNI CAL USERS

THE MAIN FACTORS WH CH USUALLY | NFLUENCE SEASONAL CLI MATE | NCLUDE
1) EL NINO AND LA NINA - WH CH TOGETHER MAKE UP EL NI NO SOUTHERN OSClI LLATI ON

R

ENSO -

2) TRENDS - THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN THE MOST RECENT 10- YEAR MEAN OF
TEMPERATURE OR 15- YEAR MEAN OF PRECI PI TATION FOR A G VEN LOCATI ON AND TI ME OF
YEAR AND THE 30- YEAR CLI MATOLOGY PERI OD ( CURRENTLY 1971-2000) -

3) TROPI CAL 30- 60- DAY OSCI LLATI ON- WHI CH MAY AFFECT CLI MATE VARI ABI LI TY WTHI N
A SEASON -

4) THE NORTH ATLANTI C OSCI LLATION - OR NAO - AND

5) PERSI STENTLY DRY OR WET SO LS IN THE SUMVER AND SNOW AND | CE COVER

ANOVAL | ES

IN THE W NTER

WEAK LA NI NA CONDI TI ONS HAVE DEVELOPED DURI NG THE PAST FEW MONTHS... AS SST
ANOVALI ES I N THE CENTRAL EQUATCRI AL PACI FI C BECAME | NCREASI NGLY NEGATI VE
THROUGH JANUARY BUT HAVE NOW BOTTOVED OUT. ALTHOUGH LA NI NA CONDI TI ONS ARE
EXPECTED TO CONTI NUE FOR THE NEXT THREE TO SI X MONTHS | TS EFFECT ON THE

CLI MATE
OF THE NORTH AVMERI CAN REG ON FOR THE NEXT SEASON OR TWO MAY BE WEAK

THE TEMPERATURE OUTLOCK FOR APRI L- MAY-JUNE (AMJ) 2006 CALLS FCR

WARMER- THAN- NORVAL CONDI TI ONS IN THE SOUTHERN U. S. FROM CALI FORNI A TO THE GULF
COAST STATES. TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO

BE BELOW AVERAGE FROM WASHI NGTON STATE EASTWARD AS FAR AS NORTHWESTERN

M NNESOTA. ELSEWHERE THERE ARE EQUAL CHANCES OF WARMER- THAN... COOLER- THAN
OR

NEAR- NORVAL TEMPERATURES DURI NG AMJ. ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES ARE ANTI CI PATED
FOR WESTERN ALASKA AND THE NORTHWESTERN | SLANDS OF HAWAI I .

THE PRECI Pl TATI ON OQUTLOOK FOR AMJ CALLS FOR DRI ER THAN NORVAL CONDI TI ONS OVER
MOST OF THE SOUTHEAST AND | N THE WESTERN PORTI ONS OF THE CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
PLAINS. THI S | S PRESENT TO SOVE DEGREE AMONG MOST SEASONAL FORECAST TOCOLS. ..
PARTI CULARLY THE DYNAM CAL MODELS. ABOVE MEDI AN PRECI PI ATION | S EXPECTED | N
AMJ | N THE WESTERN GREAT LAKES. ELSEWHERE THERE ARE EQUAL CHANCES OF

PRECI PI TATI ON BEI NG WETTER- THAN. . . DRI ER- THAN. .. OR NEAR- MEDI AN DURI NG AMJ.
ABOVE- MEDI AN PRECI PI TATI ON | S ANTI Cl PATED OVER ALL | SLANDS IN HAWAI ... WH LE
THERE ARE NO CLEAR | NDI CATI ONS FOR ALASKA... VWHICH I S LEFT W TH EQUAL CHANCES.

BASI S AND SUMVARY OF THE CURRENT LONG LEAD QUTLOCK
NOTE: FOR GRAPHI CAL DI SPLAYS OF THE FORECAST TOOLS DI SCUSSED BELOW SEE:
HTTP: / / WAV CPC. NCEP. NOAA. GOV/ PRODUCTS/ PREDI CTI ONS/ 90DAY/ TOOLS/ BRI EFI NG
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CURRENT ATMOSPHERI C AND OCEANI C CONDI TI ONS

THE OCEANI C AND ATMOSPHERI C | NDI CATORS | N THE TROPI CAL PACI FI C RENVAI N
CONSI STENT W TH WEAK LA NI NA CONDI TI ONS. SEA SURFACE TEMPERATURE DURI NG

FEBRUARY WERE BELOW NORMAL BETVEEN 165E AND 115W AT DEPTH OCEAN TEMPERATURES
ARE BELOW NORVAL ACROSS THE CENTRAL AND EASTERN EQUATORI AL PACI FI C. THE VEST
n PACI FI C REMAI NS WARM BOTH AT THE SURFACE AND AT DEPTH,

“FIRSTGOV .o [l THE PATTERN OF OLR ACROSS THE TROPI CAL PACI FI C HAS BEEN CONSI STENT W TH LA

T I 5. C.:wﬁlru'ﬂﬂllqiﬁlh;:ml NI NA

CONDI TI ONS SI NCE NOVEMBER. . . W TH ENHANCED CONVECTI ON NEAR | NDONESI A AND
SUPPRESSED CONVECTI ON NEAR THE DATA LINE. LOW LEVEL EASTERLIES HAVE BEEN
STRONG

ACROSS THE EQUATORI AL PACI FI C.

MIO ACTIVITY |'S CURRENTLY EXCEEDI NGLY WEAK. SSTS ARE ABOVE NORMAL | N MUCH OF
THE EXTRATROPI CAL NORTH ATLANTI C... ALTHOUGH SSTS SURROUNDI NG FLORI DA AND

ALONG
THE SOUTH ATLANTI C COAST ARE WELL BELOW NORVAL.

PROGNCSTI C DI SCUSSI ON OF SST FORECASTS

THE CONSENSUS OF SEVERAL MODELS USED AT CPC SUGGEST THAT SST ANOVALIES IN THE
NI NO 3.4 REG ON (BETWEEN 5N AND 5S AND 170W TO 120W HAVE PASSED THEI R

M NI MUM VALUES. THE CFS AND MRK METHODS MAI NTAIN AN ANOVALY BETWEEN -1.0 AND
-0.5 THROUGH SUMMER 2006. . .. SUGGESTI NG THE LA NI NA COULD PERSI ST. HOAEVER CA
TURNS POsI TI VE AT ARCUND MAY AND CCA IS VERY CLOSE TO ZERO FOR ALL OF 2006.
THE

CONSOL| DATI ON METHOD THUS | NDI CATES NI NG3. 4 TO NMAI NTAIN A SVALL NEGATI VE
ANOVALY AND APPROACH ZERO ANOVALY BY LATE SUMMER

PROGNCSTI C TOOLS USED FOR U. S.  TEMPERATURE AND PRECI PI TATI ON OUTLOCKS

THE OUTLOOK FOR AMJ 2006 THROUGH AMJ 2007 | S BASED ON THE CLI MATE MODELS. . .
THE

MULTI - MODEL ENSEMBLE FROM I RI... THE CFS... AND CDC TOOLS BASED ON CLI MATE
MODELS. .. AS WELL AS THE VARI QUS STATI STI CAL TOOLS. .. | NCLUDI NG CCA... ECCA. ..
SMLR .. OCN. THE AMI- MJJ-JJA FORECASTS ARE | NFLUENCED BY THE CONSTRUCTED
ANALOGUE BASED ON SO L MO STURE (CAS). FORECASTS FROM AMJ THROUGH JAS 2006
REFLECT THE CONSOLI DATED TEMPERATURE PRODUCT... WWH CH PRODUCES A SKI LL
VWEIGITED M X OF CFS... CCA... SMLR .. AND OCN. THE QUTLOCKS FOR ASO 2006
THROUGH AMJ 2007 ARE BASED ON A CONSCLI DATION OF CCA... SMLR .. AND QCN...
ALTHOUGH OCN | S THE PRI MARY | NFLUENCE BEYOND JAS.

PROGNOSTI C DI SCUSSI ON OF QUTLOCKS - AMJ 2006 TO AMJ 2007
TEMPERATURE:

TEMPERATURE PROBABI LI TI ES FOR AMJ 2006 HAVE BEEN REVI SED FROM THE

CORRESPONDI NG

QUTLOOK | SSUED LAST MONTH... W TH THE OUTLOOK NOW FAVORI NG A MJCH LARGER AREA
OF ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES W TH HI GHER PROBABI LI TI ES OVER MJUCH OF THE SCUTH
MAI NLY BECAUSE OF DRY CONDI TI ONS AND SUPPORT FROM MANY TOOLS. WE EXTENDED THE
AREA OF BELOW AVERAGE TEMPERATURES FROM THE DAKOTAS | NTO THE PACI FI C
NORTHWEST. .. DUE TO GOOD AGREEMENT AMONG MOST OF THE DYNAM CAL MODELS. THE
QUTLOOK FOR FLORI DA WAS ALSO REVI SED | N THAT PROBABI LI TI ES FOR ABOVE WERE
LONERED DUE TO THE OBSERVED BELOW NORMAL SSTS CURRENTLY SURROUNDI NG THE STATE.
THE OUTLOOKS FOR MJJ AND JJA 2006 WERE SLI GHTLY REVI SED BY | NCREASI NG THE AREA
OF ABOVE NORMAL FROM THE SOUTHWEST AND SOUTH- CENTRAL | NTO THE SOUTHEAST TO
REFLECT THE LI KELI HOOD OF DROUGHT CONDI TI ONS CONTI NUI NG

QUTLOOKS FOR THE SEASONS FROM SON 2006 THROUGH AMJ 2007 MAI NLY REFLECT THE
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I NFLUENCE OF TRENDS. SOVE MAPS HAVE 80- 90% COVERAGE FOR ABOVE NORVAL DUE TO
RECENTS UPWARDS TRENDS WHI CH HAVE BEEN LARGE ESPECI ALLY | N W NTER

PRECI PI TATI ON:

THERE |'S W DESPREAD CONSENSUS AMONG DYNAM CAL MODELS FOR BELOW MEDI AN

PRECI PI TATI ON OVER LARGE PARTS OF THE SOQUTHERN THI RD OF THE CONUS FOR AMJ
2006. CCA... ECCA AND SM.R FORECASTS ALSO SUPPORT THE FORECAST FOR BELOW
MEDI AN PRECI PI TATI ON OVER PORTI ONS OF THE SOUTHERN CONUS. THE STRONGEST

| NDI CATI ONS ARE | N THE SOUTH CENTRAL PLAI NS BUT WE | NCLUDED MJCH OF THE
SQUTHEAST DUE TO MULTI PLE WEAK | NDI CATI ONS. ABOVE MEDI AN PRECI PI TATION | S
FORECAST FOR THE GREAT LAKES AREA WEST | NTO THE DAKOTAS. DYNAM CAL MODELS
PERSI ST THE DRY CONDI TI ONS I N PARTS OF THE SOUTHERN CONUS THROUGH SUMVER
2006. .. AND SHOW WETTER THAN NMEDI AN CONDI TI ONS | N THE GREAT LAKES REQ ON FOR
AMJ AND MJJ. | NDI CATI ONS FOR CONTI NUED DRYNESS OVER THE GREAT PLAI NS FROM CAS
WERE ALSO USED I N THE PRECI Pl TATI ON FORECASTS FROM AMJ THROUGH JJA 2006. A
SLI GHTLY ENHANCED SUMMER MONSOON | S FORECAST FOR ARI ZONA DUE TO HI NTS FROM
CAS... SOME OF THE DYNAM CAL MODELS... AND COWPCSI TES OF SUMVERS FOLLOW NG
PAST

SEASONS W TH LA NI NA OR DEFI CI ENT COLD- SEASON SNOW PACK | N THE GREAT BASI N.
OTHERW SE. . . PRECI PI TATI ON FORECASTS FOR SEASONS BEYOND JJA... VWHERE

DI FFERENT

FROM EQUAL CHANCES. .. PRI MARI LY REFLECT LONG TERM TRENDS.

NOTE - AREAS OF UNCERTAI NTY THAT FORMERLY WERE LABELED CL (CLI MATOLOGQ CAL
PROBABI LI TI ES) ARE NOW LABELED EC ( EQUAL CHANCES) .

FORECASTER: HUUG VAN DEN DOCL

STARTI NG W TH THE SEASONAL OUTLOOK RELEASED I N FEBRUARY, 2006, THE GLOSSARY OF
TERVS W LL NO LONGER APPEAR W TH THI S MESSAGE.
| NSTEAD, TERMS THAT ARE IN THE GLOSSARY W LL BE LINKED TO THEI R DEFI NI Tl ON.

FOR A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE STANDARD FORECAST TOOLS - THEIR SKILL - AND THE
FORECAST FORVAT PLEASE SEE OUR WEB PAGE AT
HTTP: / / WAV CPC. NCEP. NOAA. GOV/ PRODUCTS/ PREDI CTI ONS/ 90DAY/ DI SC. HTM.

(USE LONER CASE LETTERS)

| NFORVATI ON ON THE FORMULATI ON AND SKI LL OF THE CAS FORECASTS MAY BE FOUND AT:
HTTP: / / WAV CPC. NCEP. NOAA. GOV/ SOl LMST/ FORECASTS. HTML ( USE LOWERCASE LETTERS)

NOTES - THESE CLI MATE QUTLOOKS ARE | NTENDED FOR USE PRI OR TO THE START OF
THEIR VALID PERIOD. W TH N ANY G VEN VALI D PERI CD OBSERVATI ONS AND SHORT
AND MEDI UM RANGE FORECASTS SHOULD BE CONSULTED.

TH S SET OF OQUTLOOKS W LL BE SUPERSEDED BY THE | SSUANCE OF THE NEW SET NEXT
MONTH ON THU APR 20 2006.

1971- 2000 BASE PERI CD MEANS WERE | MPLEMENTED EFFECTI VE W TH THE MAY 17, 2001
FORECAST RELEASE

$$
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